
COMMONWEALTH OF PUERTO RICO

PUERTO MCO FEBERAL AFFAIRS ADMINISTRATION
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT

CONTRACT NUMBER 2020-CROOOJ
ACCOUNT NUMBER: 111-0290000-1366-007.2020

GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL: Jennlfer Gonzalez Colon, Resident Comndssloner ofPuerto
Rlco

DATE: 20 Augnst2019-S<p1fem.bW

APPEAMNG

FOR THE FIRST PARTY: the Puerio Bico Federal Affairs Admlnistration, known

by its acronym in EngUsh as PRFAA, govemment agency ofPuerto Rico created under Act. No.

77 of June 19,1 979, as amended, herein represented by its Executive Director, Jennifer Storipan,

oflegal age, and resident ofWasbington, D.C., hereinafter referred to as 'THE AGENCY".

FOR THE SECODN PARTY: Milagros Gavilfa P^rez, married, oflegal age and resident

ofMcLean, Virgmia, heremafterrefenred to as "THE CONSULTANT",

The appearmg parties reaffumed (heir personal circumstances md claim to have the power
and authority necessary to enter into this Agreement and ia tfae character that do are willing to

show where and when necessary, so in such &ee virtne and voluntarily:

NOW THEREFORE THE PARTIES AGREE AS FOLLOWS:

WHEREAS: THE RESIDENT COMMISSIONER needs the services and professional
advice oa economic development, govenunent affaiis, legislative topics (includmg the

congressional csucus that the Resident Commissioner attends).

WHEBEAS: THE RESIDENT COMMBSIONER does not have in bis Office the

assigmnent ofpositions whose classification fits the form and manner offhe present huing nor

does it have enough personnel to perform the services under this contract.

WHEREAS: THE CONSULTANT has the capacity, preparation aud experience

necessary to offer tfae advisory services described above, which she uadertakes to provide in this

Confa'act;

WHEREAS: Law 77 ofJune 18, 1979, Artfcle 8 (b) provides to be aUocated in the annual



budget ofthe Puerto Rico Federal Affairs Administration, a budgetary provision offimds uecessary

forthe perfonnance offhe fimctions ofCommissioner, in and out ofPuerto Rico, pursuaat to Act

No. with. 213 12 May 1942, as amended (23 LPRA §§101 et seq.). Tfais amual amount is to be

disbursed by the Special Disbursing OfGcer Administeation at fhe request of the commissioner,

wtich may be nsed for paymat of any ofBcial expenditure under the provisions ofAct No. with.

230 of July 23,1974 (3 LPRA secs. 283 to 283p) and the regulations in force in Puerto Rico.

WHEBEAS: Law 77 ofJune 19, 1979, as amended, in its Aiticle 5 (g) establishes fhat

among fhe duties, powers and powers ofthe Executive Director ofTHE AGENCY, is to pay and

obtain fhrough contracts, clurged to fhe correspondent assigned ftmds, the professional the

services THE AGENCY needs to perfona its fiinctions.

For all above-mentioned reasons, bofll parties recognize they have the necessary legal

capacity to execate fhis condact and fnanalize it accotdiag to the followiug:

TCKMS AND CONDITIONS

ETRST: Services to lie provided: THE AQENCY lures TBDE CONSULTANT, to render

services to the OFFICE OF THE RESIDENT COMMBSIONER. THE CONSULTANT

undertakes to provide the followmg professional services to the OFFICE OF THE RESmENT

COMMISSIONER:

1, Provide advice to the RESIDENT COMMBSIONER in aspects offederal pubUc

policy.

2. Provide advice to the RESmENT COMMISSIONER m matters ofeconomic

development, govermnent relations and federal legislatfve matters.

3. Attend wifh the RESIDENT COMMISSIONER and / ot on behalf of THE

RESIDENT COMMISSIONER, if required, to meetmgs, ofBcial events and

activlfies.

4. Any ofter fimction delegated to it by THE RESroENT COMMISSIONBR.

SECOND: Report and Invoice: THE CONSULTANT wffl render a monthly report tu the

OFFICE OF THE RESIDENT COMMISSIONER duly certified under her signature in which she

will state fhe dates, hoTirs and nature offhe professional services rendered. Said report must be

accompanied by an invoice duly certified under Ae signature ofTHE CONSULTANT indicating



fhat the services were provided and have not been paid and endorsed by the signature of THE

RESmENT COMMISSIONER and THE AGENCY. InvoicessubtnittBd for paymmt must be

submitted no later fhan the &st ten (10) days ofthe monfh after fhe services were rendered.

THE CONSULTANT will keep all reports, invoices md other docmnents related to its

senrices to be examined or copied by (he Office of the ComptroUer of Puerto Rico in its

interventions. Said documents must be kq)t for a period of six (6) years or until an mtervention is

made by the OfBce offhe Compb-oller, wliichever comes first.

TEBRD: Fees for Ihe Serrices: The total amount to be paid by TEE AGENCY in relation

to Ae services provided under tfais contract, excluding expenses, shall not exceed the amount of

tUirty-sfac thousand dollars ($36,000.00). However, fhe maximum monflily amount to be invoiced

by THE CONSULTANT, excluding expenses, shall not exceed fhree thousaad six huudred dollarB

($3,600.00) for each calendar mouth. The hourly rate for the services to be offered by THE

CONSULTANT is established at a rate of one hundted dollars ($100.00) per hoiur, up to a

maximum of 36 hours per month.

The bill must be certified as correct and outstanding by THE CONSULTANT. THE

CONSULTANT certifies, imderstands and aclaiowledges that a monfhly subnrission ofan invoice

certtfying the correctaess ofthe bffled amount will be required, stating <hat Ae amount billed is

due in fiill imd no compensation has been teceived for it. For tfais purpose, THE CONSULTANT

shall be obliged to include in each ofthe submitted invoices for services rendered, a certiBcation

mdicating fhe following:

Under penalty ofmillity, I certify that no officer orpublic employee ofthe Puerto Rico

FederaJ Ajfairs Administration or oftfw Commonweatth ofPuertoKico isparty or has any

inlerest in the eamings or benefiis product ofthe Contract object ofthis invoice and. ifa

party does hccve intereat in the eamings ar benefits ofthe Contract, aprior'waiver has been

obtained. The onty consideratlon given for the services object of the Contract is tfie

payment agreedupon wilh Ihe authorizedrepresentattve ofthe Puerto Rico FederalAffairs

Administration. The amount ofthis invoice isfair, true and correct, the services have been

rendered and they have not been paidfor.

FOURTH: Budget Item: The payments to be made to THE CONSULTANT foi fhe

services oliject ofthis conteactwill be charged to THE AGENCY item 111-0290000-1366-081-

2018 assigaed to the OFFICE OF THE RESroENT COMMISSIONER of Puerto Rico in



Washington, DC, as stated in current Budget ofthe Govermnent ofthe Conunonwealfh of Puerto

Rico.

FIFTH: Subject to the ttiird paragraph ofthis contract, THE AGENCY will reimburse

THE CONSULTANT for the expenses inciured by it in official trips and in procedmes directly

related to its duties in fhe light offliis contract and expressly required and approved by THE

OFFICE OF THE RBSIDENT COMMISSIONER. (See Edibit A) The teimbursement will be

liaiited to fhose expenses mcmred by THE CONSULTANT related to air transportation in

economy class and accommodation, as well as those incidental expenses tliat are necessary and

reasonable. Incidental expeases fbat exceed the amoiuit ofone hundred fifiy dollara ($ 150.00)

per day will not be refiindable. Additionally, fhe request fbr paytaeat ofrefimds wiU be siibject to

the applicable laws and regulations of tfae Commonwealth of Puerto Rico that, as well as (he

additional rales q)praved by THE AGENCY and (he OFHCE OF THE RESIDENT

COMMISSIONER to govem the operation ofits ofBces.

SDCIH: Amendments in writiag: Bofh parties are duly bound to faithful complianee wifh

flris Agreement for all purposes oftfae law. No agreement or uadetstandmg verbally made may

form part of this conlract. Any changes or mbstantial modification agreed by the parties

coacerning tfae tenns and conditions thereof, shaU be incotporated by fonnal amendment duriag

tfae tenn ofthis contract, in accordance with tbe rules goveming contracting with entities offhe

GQvenuneat of Puerto Rico and subject to fhe avatlability of funds for inylementation of fhe

amendment. For die contoact ameadment to take effectiveness and be enforceable, it will have to

be registered in fhe OfBce oftbe Comptroller ofPuerto Rico.

GENERAL CONTRACT PROVISIONS

SEVENTH: Subcontracting: THE CONSULTANT must not subcontract part or aU tlie

services object of this Contawt, wifhout the prior written authorization of THE RBSroENT

COMMISSIONER; understanding, (hat any obligation tliat is generated by a subcontracting not

qiproved by THE AOENCy, will remain under die exclusive responsibiUty of THE

CONSULTANT.

EIGHT: Audit: THE CONSULTANT aeknowledges tfaat fllis professional services

contract wfll be subject to the inspection and audit oftbe OfGce ofthe Comptroller ofPuerto Rico,

or its authorized representatives.

NINTH: Employer by Own Account: THE CONSULTANT, during the tenn of ttiis



Contract will not accumulate any Idnd of marginal benefits such as vacation leave, sickness or

Christmas Bonus because it is considered aa independent contractor. THE AGENCy or OPPICE

OF THE RESmENT COMMISSIONER shall not make any contribution to federal social security,

since THE CONSULTANT is considered employed by itself, or indepeadent contractor.

TENTH: Conttacts wifli other agencies and conflict ofinterest: THE CONSULTANT

certifies tliat has no other contract with any agency or instrumentality ofthe govenunent ofPuerto

Rico atthe time offhis conti'act. In the event fliat tfais contract or any other future conft'act may

preseat a conflict of interest,, THE AOENCY must be notified immediately, and, at its sole

discretiun, THE AGENCY may tenninate the eontraet.

ELEVENTH: Certification: THE CONSULTANT cenifies not to be retired due to

disabflity and not to be a pensioner fi'om fhe Retirement Systems of tfae Govemments of the

Commonwealfh ofPuerto Rico.

TWELFTH: THE CONSULTANT certifies and ensures that no ofGcial or employee of

THE AGENCY has a direet or indirect pecuniary interest with ftus Coatract, or participation in fhe

benefits (hereof.

THIRTEENTH: Prohibition: THE CONSULTANT undertakes not to employ or have

contractual relations with any ofiBeial or employee of THE AGENCY, when fhe of&cial or

employee participates in institutional decisions, or has the power to decide or influence official

decisions related to the hired person, business or entity.

FOURTEENTH: Duty to Notify: THE CONSXJLTANT wfll be responsible for

immediately informing THE AGENCY or THE OFFICE OF THE RESmENT COMMISSIONER

about aay nregularity beyond its control that prevents complying with the tenns ofthis Contract.

HFTEENTH: Damages: THE CONSULTANT -will not be waived of Uability for

damages caused to THE AGENCY or THE OFFICE OF THE RESmENT COMMISSIONER

and/or to fhird parties during the presentation ofthe serviees covered by this Contract

SIXTEENTH: Contract Resolution: The pardes agree that fhis Professional Services

Contract may be terminated, forjust cause, by aay offhe contracting parties befora its temiination

by written notification fifleen (15) days prior to the date ofits resolution. Such cancellation tnust

be notified to fhe other party liy certified mail with acknowledgment ofreceipt. The cancellation

Qfthis Professional Services Contract will not affect fhe right ofTHE CONSULTANT to receive

the payment offees for services already rendered and not paid under this contract. In accordance

wifh fhe SCCTH clause offlus Contract, THE RESIDENT COMMISSIONER or THE AGENCY



may cmcel flus Conteact iinmediately, without prior aotice, in case ofnegligence, abmdomnent

ofduties, improper eonduct or breacli of the contract coaditions by the contracted party.

However, THE RESIDENT COMMBSIONER or THE AGENCY will terminate lliis

Contract wifhout prior notice if (i) probable cause is foimd agaimt THE CONSULTANT for any

crime or illegal conduct against the public treasmy, public fiu<h or public fimction or fliose that

may coBstitute fraud, embe22lement or illegal appropriation ofpublic funds listed in Article 3 of

Law 458 ofDecember29,2000; (ii) when THE RESmENT COMMISSIONER or THE AGENCy

Utlderstands fliat an extraordinaiy fiscal situation icquires an immediate budget cut. In which ease,

THE RESIDENT COMMISSIONER and THE AGENCY, after reviewing fhe service invoices

provided up to fbat period, will quickly make anangements for fhe paymeat ofany amount due.

THE CONSULTANT agrees fhat it wiU aot hold the RESmENT COMMISSIONER or

TIIE AGENCY responsible if the Contract is terminated according to subsection (ii) of tliis

paragrq)h and wiU rdease and exempt THE SESIDENT COMMISSIONER or THE AGENCY

from any ofher obligation and responsibility under this coufcact.

VQ^ SEVENTEENTH: Severability. If any word, phrase, sentence, paragraph, subsection,

section, elause, topic or part ofthis contract or its annexes were challenged for any reason before

\J acourt and declared unconstitutional or invalid, suchjudgment shall aot affect, impair or invalidate

the remaming provisiuns and parts ofttus contract, but its effect will be limited to the word, phrase,

senteace, paiagrqdi, subsection, section, clause, topic or part so declared and fhe nullity or

invalidity of any word, phrase, sentence, paiagraph, sub section, section, clause, topical or part m

any spccific case will not affect or impair in any way its application or validity in any oflier case,

except when spedfically and expressly invalidated for all cases.

EIGHTEENTH: Reservation oftaw: The omission or delay by TFffi AGKNCY or THE

OFFICE OF THE RESmENT COMMISSIONER, in maldng use ofany rights that may it have

under this Contract, shall not constitute a waivet of such right.

NINETEENTH: Amendments: Tius Contmct may only be modified or amended by

written agreemsnt between ttie parties.

TWENTIETH: Dispensation: THE CONSULTANT cerdfles thatupon the execution of

this Conteact no paymesnt 01 compensation for regular serviees provided under appointment to

aaoflier public entity has beea received and that it does not occupy any position m Muaicipal

goveniments or in fhe Govemment ofthe Commonwealfh ofPuerto Rico, and fhat a position at

fhe Univetsity ofPuerto Rico is occupied, certifies that fhe necessary steps to obtain a dispensatioa



to be able to mter into tius Kwfessional Services ContrMst have been taken, pursuant to tfae

ptovisions ofActNo. 100 ofjnne 27, 1956, as auetided (18 l^RA, Sectioa 679).

TWENTy-FmST: Jurisdicb'oa. THE CONSULTANT agreesthejurisdiction (rftfae courts

and anflmrities ofPuerio Rico, ite laws, r^nlations, oidummxs and / or aay otha provision, is

applicable to any agreement fhat is fonndizedIhron^i the cnntract. This acceptaace is one that is

fiies asd vduntarily undtasteiuling that, for all legd purpose^ THE CONSULTANT has waived

its rijjit to use any O&CT finum otfaCT (han the eanrts ofPuettu Kico.

TWENTY-SECOND: Standards of Conduct. THE CONSULTANT understands md

recognizes tliat fhiough tbis contract agrees to abide by and comply wifh the provisiotis ofAct

No. 84 ofJune 18, 2002, known as the Code ofEfbics for contractors, seirvice providers and

Applicants for Economic Incentives oftfae Executive Agencies govettunent ofPuerto Rico, and

(he Govemment Ethics Law, Act 1 ofJaanary 3, 2012.

(A) THE CONSULTANT certifies (hat it is not related to public officials finm the Office

offhe Resident CoDamissioner or {he Agency, having capacity to enter into tbis eontract and if

related to a public ofGcial of said ofGce, has sought and obtained the appficable waiver prior to

awarding tiie contract.

(B) THE CONSULTANT certifies fhat it is not a former officer or fbmier employee of&e

Oflice of the Resident Comxnissioner or the Agency with less than two (2) years from the

tennination in saidjob orprevious employment in that Offlce.

(C) THE CONSULTANT camnuts to reporting acts fhat are in violation offte Code of

Efliics fol Contractors, ServiceProvidera and Applicants forEconomic Incentives offhe Executive

Agencies ofthe Oovennnent ofPuerto Rico, and the Ethics in Oovenunent Act or constitute acts

mvolving corroption or crimes against the treasnry and public faifh on which it has knowledge

related to the contract

(D) THE CONSULTANT wUl not involve a servaat or former public servaat ofthe Office

of fhe Resident Commissioner or fhe Agency, the Resident Commissioner or other agency or

brancli of fiie Govemment of Puerto Rico in any violation to fhe provisions of the "Law of

GovennnentEthics ofPuertoRico of2011" citedabove.

THE CONSULTANT certifies tfaat ithas a copy of 1- 2012 Act, as amended, known as flie

Law ofGovenunent Efhics ofPuerto Rico in 2011.

THE CONSULTANT, with the signature, certifies fhat has received a copy, understands

andimdertakes to abidebythe provisions established in ActNo. 1 ofJmuary 3, 2012, as amended,



known as the Govemment Efiiics Law and Act No. 84 ofJune 18, 2002, as amended, kuown as

the Code ofEthics for Contractots, Suppliers ofGoods and Services, and Applicants for Economic

Inceatives.

THE CONSULTANT aecq)ts fhe ethical mels ofher profession and assumes responsibility

ofthe taken actions.

TWENTy-THHtD: AU iatellectual woA carried out by THE CONSULTANT wiU

become property ofthe OFHCE OF THE RESIDENT COMMISSIONBR without any additional

^ / payment to fhe agreed in this coattact. Nor will it patent material of any nature originated in the

^^f\ ftlfilImentofttiisContraet.
^y^l

 ^^^ THE CONSULTANT recognizes the obligation to maintala absolute confidentiality

regarding fhe in&nnation that comes to its knowledge, ia the provision ofthe services contracted

here.

THE CONSULTANT agrees to mdeanify THE AGENCY and fhe Govennnent of Puerto

Rico against any legal nsponsibility or expense incmied, includmg legal fees and related esxpenses,

as a result ofthe publication or discloaure of any material or document prepared or advised by

TOE CONSULTANT, that may result in any claim, mcluding, but not limited to: Ubel, slander,

defamation, invasion of privacy, plagiarism, unfair competitioa, misappropriation of ideas and

copyright in&ingement.

TWENTy-TOURTH: THE CONSULTANT certifies fhat, wheu renderitig (he services

under fliis Contract, it will not discmninate against aay employee or contractor based on race,

color, sex, natiaaal origia, or religious belief, nor will it promote religious or political intBreats.

The Secretaiy of fhe Govemmeat of Puerto Rieo sfaall have the power to temiinate this

conttact at any tune.

All notification must be sent to the follcwing address:

THE CONSULTANT MUagros Gavflfa Perez
POBox34
McLean,VA 22101-0034

OFFICEOF
RESffiENT COMMISSIONER

THEAGENCY

Hon. jBnniffer Gonzalez Col6n
U.S. House ofRepreseatatives
1529LongworthHOB
WasUmgton,DC 20515

JenniferM. Storipan
1100 17fb St. NW, Suite 800
Washington, DC 20036-4635



TWENTV-SKTH: Tax on Income, Wifhholdings and Tax Responsibilities: Except as

provided in fhe following paragraph, no deductions or deductions will be made to THE

CONSULTANT &r income tax. TBBE CONSXJLTANT wiU not be held witUiolding or discounts

on their fees for tfae payment ofFederal Social Security. THE CONSULTANT wiU be responsible

forpaying: (i) your income tax in accordance witii each one offhe appUcable income tax laws; and

(ii) any conlribution corresponding to the Social Security Administration.

TEIE CONSXILTANT wUl be responsible for submittiag your tax retums and fhe necessary

paymente to fhe US Intemal Revenue Serviee. UU. and state tax serrice agencies. THE AGENCY

will report fee amounts paid to THE CONSULTANT to (he relevant tax aufhorities.

Law numba- 48 ofJune 30, 2013 imposes a special tax of 1.5% on all professional services

agreements signed witfa goveniment agencies. Consequently, when concluding this contract, THE

CONSULTANT recogtiizes that THE AOENCY, as required by law, wiU witfahold a special tax

of 1.5% oflfae monfhlypayments due andpayable to THE CONSULTANT.

THE CONSULTANT certifies and guarantees by granting an affidavit (See Exhibit B) far

these putposes fhat, as a resident ofthe state ofVirgima, lias not been required to file income tax

tetums iaPuerto Rico far fhe five (5) tax years prior to fhe year inwhich this contract is fonnalized

and certifies, in addition, (hat it does not owe contributions ofany kmd to the Department offhe

Treasury offlie Conunoiiwealfti ofPuerto Rico or is under a payment plan, with whose tenns and

coaditions it is complying. It is expreasly recognized fhat fhis is an esseutial cocdMon of fhis

conti-act, and fhat ifAe previous cerdfication is not completely or partially correct, fllis will be

cause for the contracting party to cease it and the contracted party will have to reintegrate to flie

coctracting party any sum ofmoney received under this contract

TWENTY-SEVENTH: THE CONSULTANT certifies fhat fee payment oftaxes on movable

and immovable property to fhe Municipal Revenue CoUection Center in Puerto Rico is not

applicable; who has no crimiaal record; and that it is not obliged to satisfy an alimony, or in case

of an existiag obligation, it is up to date or bas a payment plan accordmg to the ChUd Support

Law.

rWENm?-EIGTH: Validity: Tfais Agreement will be vaUd from Ae date ofits signature untU

Jnne30,2020.



ACCEFTANCE

The parties accept this Agreement in all its parts for being &ifhful and exact to the

agreements aadwills oftheparties.

And for the record, (he appearing stamped fheir initials on each ofthe pages and signed in

Washingtou, DC, today September 20, 2019.

Q^s^^^^U^
liferM^ttiferM'

THEAGENCT

Seg. SocialPatronal:

^

Milagros Gavilan Perez

THECONSULTANT

Seg. Social:

10


